CHAPTER XX

IT Easter an event of gi eat importance
increased her joy. She was engaged
at the ComMie-Fran^aise. Foi some
time past, without mentioning the
subject, she had been tiymg for this
engagement Her mother had helped her m the
steps she had taken. Madame Nanteuil was
lovable now that she was loved. She now wore
straight corsets and petticoats that she could display
anywhere* She frequented the offices of the
Ministry, and it is said that, being solicited by
the deputy-chief of a, department m the Beaux-Arts,
she had yielded with very good grace. At least,
so Pradel said*

He would exclaim joyfully
"You wouldn't  recognize  her  now.  Mother
Nanteuil I    She has become most desirable^ and
1 like her better than her little vixen of a daughter.
She has a better disposition."

Like the rest of them, Felfcte had disdained*
despisedj disparaged the ComMie-Frati^aise.   She
had said, as ail the others did; " 1 should todly
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